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Common Core Algebra 2        2014-15

Classroom Procedures, Expectations and Grading Policy
Teacher Information:
Ms. Sarah Pak & Ms. Veronica Renna
410-313-2867



sarah_pak@hcpss.org
 
veronica_renna@hcpss.org 



https://mspakhohs.weebly.com 

Course Description:  

The Common Core Algebra 2 course will begin by pulling together and applying the accumulation of topics from the Common Core Algebra 1 and Common Core Geometry courses. Throughout the remainder of the course, students will be introduced to new families of functions and perform graphical analysis and algebraic manipulation for each. Additionally, students will conduct statistical experiments and learn and apply several statistical tests. The overall emphasis of the entire course, however, will be on mathematical modeling in which students will have the opportunity to examine a real-world situation and then develop, analyze and evaluate an appropriate model to fit the situation.

 Learning Objectives / Outcomes:
At the conclusion of the course students will demonstrate the ability to:
· Reason quantitatively and use units to solve problems.

· Interpret the structure of expressions.

· Create equations that describe numbers or relationships.

· Interpret functions that arise in applications in terms of a context.

· Summarize, represent, and interpret data on quantitative variables.

· Analyze functions using different representations.

· Understand the concept of a function and use function notation.

· Build a function that models a relationship between two quantities.

· Build new functions from existing functions.

· Write expressions in equivalent forms to solve problems.

· Represent and solve equations graphically.

· Summarize, represent, and interpret data on a single count or measurement variable.

· Understand and evaluate random processes underlying statistical experiments.

· Make inferences and justify conclusions from sample surveys, experiments, and observational studies.

Goals and Teacher/Student Expectations:
ALL students should:

· Commit to full participation in class and outside of class in terms of discussions and assignment completion.

· Have a desire to be successful in this course!

The TEACHER will:

· Provide rich, rigorous, thorough and varied instruction that challenges students in a supportive manner.

· Maintain communication with the student and his or her family regarding behavior and performance.

Required Texts, Supplies & Learning Materials:  
Students will receive a textbook that, for the most part, will remain at the student’s home to be used as a source for homework assignments and additional research.

Please have the following materials as soon as possible. 

· Spiral notebook or binder with paper


✔Pencils / Pens

· Pocket Folder 





✔  Graphing Calculator (recommended)




Grading Policy:  
	Category Weights

	Tests      
	50%

	Quizzes and Math Tasks
	40%

	Homework and Classwork
	10%

	Grading Scale

	A
	89.5 - 100

	B
	79.5 - 89.4

	C
	69.5 - 79.4

	D
	59.5 - 69.4

	E
	below 59.5


Detailed grade reports will be posted on ASPEN

Students and Parents are encouraged to monitor progress and grades in the class.

· Tests:   There will be at least two major tests each marking period, usually at the end of a unit.  If a student misses a test, he or she should expect to take a make-up test during after-school hours.  

· Quizzes:  There will be announced and, occasionally, unannounced quizzes during class.  The purpose of a quiz is to "check up" on your understanding of the material as the teaching is taking place.  

The goal of every student should be to gain mastery of the material being taught.  If a student earns a grade on a quiz that he or she feels is not reflective of his or her actual understanding of the material, the student will be eligible to complete an Error Log.  Prior to each unit test, students will have the opportunity to do error log corrections for any one of the quizzes associated with that unit.  To complete the error log, students will redo the problem correctly and will reflect on the reason for their mistake.  Students will earn 1/2 of the lost points back for each new correct answer.
Homework:  Homework will be assigned regularly!  It is the responsibility of every student to at least attempt every problem.  Students will generally be graded on the effort made toward completion of the entire assignment. Students should work out their understanding on the homework so that quiz and test grades can be maximized.

Late work will not be accepted for any reason other than an excused absence.  Make-up work will be allowed for students with an excused absence. 

Technology Policy: Students are allowed to use technology (cell phone, laptop, tablet, etc.) when it has been determined by the teacher. Other than certain teaching circumstances, all technology should be off and out of sight.  Students will be referred to the discipline ladder if technology policy procedures are not followed.
Attendance / Make-Up Work Policy:

Each student is expected to attend class regularly.  Should you have an excused absence from class, you will be given an opportunity to make up your missed work.  For each day that you are absent, you will have one day to complete and submit any missing work.  If you are absent on a test day, you must speak with the teacher to schedule a make-up day.

If you do miss a class, try to ask a classmate for the notes/work you missed.  Also, check the teacher website to get the homework assignment.  Do this before coming to class, if possible.  

Extra Help:

If you feel that you need extra assistance with the material we are studying, please see the teacher to arrange a convenient time to receive help.  The most likely time for this help will be Tuesdays and Thursdays afterschool.  
Additional help can be found on the HCPSS Family Mathematics Support Center: http://hcpssfamilymath.weebly.com/
Keep this document for reference throughout the school year.
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